Your weekly news and community updates from the Town of Webster
To receive this newsletter via email, please visit:
ci.webster.ny.us/585/Town-Newsletter
February 22, 2021

The Village Vet: 40 Commons Blvd.
Proposed 6,000 square foot Veterinary Office was recently approved by the Planning and
Zoning Boards. The parcel is located off of Ridge Road, in front of Goodwill.

To follow all Planning and Zoning Board projects under review:
ci.webster.ny.us/550/Upcoming-Projects-Planning-Zoning
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This Friday, February 26th marks the last day of work
for Highway Superintendent Joe Herbst. He will begin
his retirement after over 30 years of service to Webster.
Joe started his career at the Highway Department in
1988 as a part-time laborer and later moved to full-time
in 1990. Joe worked his way through the ranks,
becoming a Machinery and Equipment Operator, and
then Drainage Foreman before being named
Superintendent in 2008. Joe also served on the Town’s
Planning and Conservation Boards.
From the beginning, Joe’s work ethic, boundless energy,
and an encyclopedia-like knowledge of drainage changed
the way the Highway Department operates, and helped
foster a supportive environment, where creativity and
ingenuity flourish like never before. Joe applied his
inventiveness and creativity to improve efficiency, even if
it got him in trouble for deviating from the status quo.
After the storm of 1993, Joe decided to alter the wing of
his plow truck, to provide better clearance underneath
mailboxes. By folding the top of the wing over, Joe
created what is now known as the “Webster Cut”.
While the design did get Joe in trouble at the time, it is
now used by multiple surrounding towns, due to its
success and functionality.
Joe’s inventiveness is also on display in the salt barn,
where guardrails were repurposed into frames for
equipment, to improve safety. Joe and his team spent
two years collecting used guardrails from the County,
which were then crafted into frames to hold sanders
and plows along the sides of the barn. Towns from
across the country regularly call Joe for information
about his team’s pioneering techniques, which is a
testament to Joe’s ability to foster creativity and
resourcefulness amongst his crew.
Joe became Drainage Foreman in 1999 and in his nine
years in that role, he faced two major flooding events
due to hurricanes. As a result, Joe administered the
Town-wide drainage plan, itemized the causes of the
flooding, and managed drainage work on over 600
jobs. You will not find another person in Webster with
the depth of knowledge about drainage like Joe has!
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As Superintendent, Joe has been responsible for overseeing the Town’s 401 lane miles of roads, including
195 circles. He also manages drainage work on over 1200 miles of storm sewers and approximately 4700
catch basins. The Highway Department
manages all of these assets very efficiently, due
to Joe’s organizational skills and future
planning. He has a unique binder system for
every facet of the department, and an
organizational structure that we all strive to
emulate.
One of Joe’s proudest accomplishments was the
creation of Monroe County's Emergency
Operations Center website, where towns can
submit real-time information during any major event. Joe was part of the design team and initiated the idea
of a centralized website for the County. Using an app, towns can now send updates on road and weather
conditions, equipment levels, and other relevant information directly to the EOC. This process then allows
the County to declare a State of Emergency using the most up-to-date statistics.
During his tenure as Superintendent, Joe made
productivity a priority, trying to do more with less in
an ever-changing economic climate. Over the past
decade, Joe and his team have worked to secure over
four million dollars in grant monies for the
department. Joe’s fiscal management skills have led to
many teaching opportunities across the state, where he
given lectures on municipal sustainability.
In his spare time, Joe served on the Board of Directors
for the Monroe County Association of Towns and is
finishing his 13th year as Chairman of the Monroe
County Stormwater Coalition.
His service to our community was recognized by the American Public Works Association, who awarded
Joe the prestigious Douglas C. Zefting Public Service Award.
Joe’s philosophy that the
Highway Department is not just a
job, but a career will continue on
with the generations of
employees he has mentored over
the last three decades. Joe has
left an indelible mark on the
Highway Department and our
Webster community and he will
be greatly missed!
The Town Board declared that
Joe’s last day, Friday February
26th will be Joe Herbst Day in the
Town of Webster.

Please join us in thanking Joe for his years of dedication and public service!
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Tuesday, February 23rd – Zoning Board Meeting at 7:00 p.m.
Thursday, February 25th – Town Board Workshop at 5:30 p.m.
Tuesday, March 2nd – Planning Board Meeting at 7:00 p.m.
To View Board Meeting Agendas, Results, and Minutes:
ci.webster.ny.us/323/View-Board-Agendas-Minutes
To view Planning and Zoning Board project documents and send questions/comments:
ci.webster.ny.us/550/Upcoming-Projects-Planning-Zoning
The live meetings can be viewed on Spectrum Channel 1303, or on the Town’s website:
ci.webster.ny.us/civicmedia

Webster’s Electronic Town Meetings will be returning to television on Wednesday,
February 24th with Host Barry Howard and Supervisor Tom Flaherty. While the show
will look a little different due to COVID, the show will still offer residents the latest Town
news and information each month.
The show will air on Wednesdays at 7 p.m. on Spectrum channel 1303 and will also be
available on the Town’s website: ci.webster.ny.us/civicmedia
If there are topics or questions you would like to see discussed on our upcoming shows,
please email your ideas to: Communications@ci.webster.ny.us
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Webster Police Department:
Last Thursday, the Town
Board appointed Dennis
Kohlmeier as the new
Webster Police Chief.
Kohlmeier was sworn
into office by Supervisor
Flaherty and will begin
serving as Chief on
March 1st.
Kohlmeier previously
served with the WPD for
20 years before retiring.

Parks & Recreation:
Website:
ci.webster.ny.us/104/Parks-Recreation

Beginning February 22, 2021, we
will resume our "normal" building
hours at our Recreation Center!
If you have any questions, please call
us directly at 872-7103 option 0
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Whether you are seeking friendship, exercise, educational programs, or recreational and leisure activities
the Webster Senior Center is one place that is committed to providing these opportunities for residents of
the Town of Webster.
Location: 1350 Chiyoda Drive
Register for all programs online at: webtrac.ci.webster.ny.us or call 872-7103 x 7105
Senior Center website: ci.webster.ny.us/449/Senior-Center

We are excited to offer a variety of lectures and presentations to enrich and inspire adult learners over
age 50. With our new Talks on Tuesdays program, we hope to bring older adults a wide range of topics to
help keep our minds sharp and alert while meeting new and interesting people along the way.
Location: Webster Recreation Center Time: 10:30 - 11:45 am Registration: Required Fee: FREE
March 8th: “1914” Presented by: Joe Meli, Historian

Activity #: 146941

ELDERSOURCE
Tuesday 2/23 9:00—11:3 0am
Drop-in / No appointment required
Eldersource is a program of Lifespan of Greater Rochester and Catholic Family Center to provide
guidance for eldercare situations. With an understanding of the needs of older adults as well as their
caregivers, a trained case manager is here to provide information and guidance and to help residents and
their families sort through the maze of available services, benefits, health insurance, etc. and the
paperwork that goes with it all. Services are offered on a first come, first served basis.

LIFE & LEGACY PLANNING
Wednesday 2/24 1:00-2:00 pm
55 years +
FREE Activity #136010-A
This workshop focuses on how to prepare your loved ones for a family emergency. We will present how
this program reviews everything from your bill pay process, who has a key to your house, health care
proxy, proper documentation, etc. and the importance of setting up a plan, annual review, and how to
give access to the people that you choose.
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Webster Association of
Senior Program Supporters:
WASPS (Webster Association of Senior Program
Supporters) is a group of volunteers who provide
transportation to medical and dental
appointments for retires and disabled residents
who live within the Webster School District.
Residents can submit a ride request by either
filling out our online form or calling us at (585)
216-7829.

Website: websterwasps.com

Webster Health and
Education Network:
WHEN:A Drug Free Community Coalition, has launched a community survey to measure adult
perceptions of underage drug and alcohol use in Webster, in order to further its efforts to “Empower
Webster kids to grow up strong and substance free”. The coalition hopes to better understand how the
ongoing pandemic has impacted underage substance use, and how to best support Webster families in
2021.
Complete the short survey at: whendfcc.org/survey
The organization hopes at least 500 area adults will complete the online survey, which only takes about
five minutes. Upon completion of the survey, respondents will have the option to enter a drawing for a
$100 VISA gift card.
WHEN:DFCC is a network of Webster community members linked through awareness, education and
action. They assess community conditions and develop appropriate strategies to reduce early drug and
alcohol exposure. Working together, they seek to reduce high-risk behavior, increase protective factors,
raise awareness, and strengthen community collaboration. All Webster residents, businesses and
organizations are invited to join WHEN:DFCC in this cause and can reach the Executive Director,
Janine Sanger at: director@WHENdfcc.org or join the coalition online at: whendfcc.org
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Taxes:
The state income tax forms have arrived and are now available at the library.

Sign Up to Stay in Touch with the Webster Public Library!
Get interesting news and updates delivered to your inbox once a month. Emails contain information on
programs for all ages, special events, staff recommendations for reading, services, and more!
LINK: tiny.cc/bsiltz

Programs:
YouTube Storytime
Visit the library's YouTube channel every Friday after 11:30 am for a BRAND-NEW YouTube Storytime
featuring songs, stories, rhymes, and puppet skits by your favorite youth department staff! Go
to: youtube.com/user/WebsterPublicLibrary/playlists to see all the library's videos!

Seed Library
Next Monday, March 1, 9 am - 6 pm, the library will be celebrating the opening of its Seed Library! Be the
first in 2021 to see and borrow vegetable, herb, and flower seeds. Also available will be "take 'n make"
projects for adults and children, a table of garden books for sale selected from the Lobby Sale area, and
information about local garden clubs.
In addition, feel free to bring your own seeds that you've been saving to donate to the Seed Library!

Lobby Book Sale:
There’s “snow place” like the Friends of the Webster Public Library
Lobby Sale for finding the perfect book for those long, cold winters
nights!
Stop by the Library's Lobby Book Sale area and browse our gently
used books for sale.
We have a variety of categories including: fiction, mystery, nonfiction, biography, history, war, children and teen books and even
a few jigsaw puzzles.
All monies raised from the lobby sale go to support library
programs and initiatives. The Lobby Book Sale area is open when
the library is open, Monday to Friday 9am to 6pm.
Thank you for your continued support!
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Monroe County COVID-19 News:
Website: monroecounty.gov/health-COVID-19
Vaccine Information: monroecounty.gov/health-covid19-vaccine
Finger Lakes COVID-19 Vaccine Hub:
Find information about eligibility, area vaccination sites, the science behind vaccine development and
more. More information here: flvaccinehub.org

Foodlink:
Foodlink is partnering with sites
across Monroe County to
distribute emergency food
supply boxes in response to the
COVID-19 public health crisis.
These will be drive-thru, notouch distributions.
To pre-register for emergency
food box distribution, visit:
foodlinkny.org/find-food,
call 2-1-1 or text 898-211 today.
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