Your weekly news and community updates from the Town of Webster
To receive this newsletter via email, please visit:
ci.webster.ny.us/585/Town-Newsletter
January 31, 2022

Town of Webster’s Anniversary:
On February 6, 1840, Governor William Seward announced the birth of the Town of Webster. Originally
part of North Penfield, land was split off to create the new town after a petition with 324 signatures was
presented to the NYS Assembly.
The name of American Statesman Daniel
Webster was proposed for the new town
after a group of citizens heard him give a
speech in Rochester. Daniel Webster
was a prominent lawyer who served in
the U.S. Congress, and as the U.S.
Secretary of State under Presidents
William Henry Harrison, John Tyler,
and Millard Fillmore.
When the Town of Webster was formed
in 1840, it contained 22,227 acres of
land, and 13,280 acres were dedicated to farming. Approximately 2,235
residents inhabited the new Webster.
The first town meeting was held at Lett's Tavern, at the corner of WebsterFairport and State Roads. Byron Woodhull was the first Town Supervisor.

For more Webster history, check
out Esther Dunn’s book,
“Webster...Through the Years”
Visit the Webster Museum to
pick up a copy and check out
more of Webster’s history!
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Conservation Tree & Shrub Program: monroecountyswcd.org
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Webster Museum News:
A BIT OF WEBSTER HISTORY FOR BLACK HISTORY MONTH:
ASA, ASA, ASA, ASA & ASA
The search for information about the history of African American people in Webster remains slow-going. A
combination of factors complicates the search: record keeping, and retention were not priorities in this area in
the 18th century, and information about races other than white were not recorded on census forms.
Those volunteers engaged in this search know that it’s called re-search for a reason! And we’ll keep adding
more information as we find it.
Asa Dunbar’s family came to Northfield around 1795 when Asa was 41 years old. He is credited with being the
first black inhabitant of the Rochester area. At 6’7”, he was a trapper, an imposing figure who looked after the
interests of the city of Tryon on the west side of Irondequoit Creek. Asa did not, so far as we know, reside in
Webster, but did business here…. perhaps for the store, perhaps for himself. He sold fruit and salt from a salt
spring near his home, and evidently also from salt springs in Webster along the bay (see Asa #3). Asa moved to
Peterborough, Ontario sometime after 1818.
Asa’s nephew, Asa Dunbar Jr. was born in 1792 and left the area in 1851 for Peterborough, Ontario where he
worked as an innkeeper until his death in 1883. Information is scarce. He was taxed in Brighton in 1818
(Irondequoit did not separate from Brighton until 1839), and by 1846 owned 50 acres in Irondequoit).
No evidence that he continued the family salt harvest in Webster, though it seems likely.
Yet another Asa Dunbar, possibly a grandson or grandnephew of the first, was interviewed by historian George
Harris in Webster in 1881. He interviewed this Asa Dunbar at a spring in Dunbar Hollow (east side of
Irondequoit Bay in Webster), named after “Asa Dunbar, an early settler of gigantic strength, frequented the
place to manufacture salt. The process was very simple, the brine being boiled in a “three pail kettle.” Dunbar
Road led up the hill to Dickinson and Bay Roads where there was a small house. This Asa worked as a
stevedore and maintained a boat landing at the foot of Dunbar Road.
Asa Bass was a pioneer who came to what would be Webster in 1812 along with other pioneers from
Massachusetts. He was, so far as we know, the only black pioneer to arrive then and his family were likely the
first black residents here. He was a farmer of some means and purchased at different times, three different
properties between the northern sections of what are now Phillips Road and Route 250. We are working to find
the exact locations of these properties to see what is there now.
Asa Boyd, Asa Bass’ nephew (or perhaps grandson; the terms were evidently interchangeable then) lived with
the family for many years.
The stories of these Asa(s) are important, as are the stories of other African American residents of our
town. These stories are, for many reasons, hard to find. We’re hoping to hear from relatives of people who may
have been friends or neighbors of the Dunbar’s and Basses and other families of color who have lived or worked
in Webster.
Any information, even the smallest clue, would be greatly appreciated. If you have information to share, please
contact Kathy at ktaddeo5@icloud.com.

webstermuseum.org
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Hope Ministry:
HOPE Ministry is a Social Justice Ministry
responding to special or emergency needs of Webster,
NY area residents.

HOPE Ministry February Wish List:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Body lotion
Chapstick
Laundry detergent, liquid
Shaving cream
Cleaning products
Coffee
Hot chocolate
Mouthwash
Dental floss
Spaghetti sauce, in a jar

Donations accepted:

Located at 1450 Ridge Road

Monday: 5:00 - 7:00 pm
Tuesday: 10:00 am – noon
Wednesday: 3:00 - 5:00 pm

holytrinityweb.com
(585) 265-6694

Thursday: 5:00 - 7:00 pm

"A Night to Shine"
Valentine's Prom for children and adults with special needs.
Singles and couples are welcome.

Join Us February 11, 2022 at 6:00 PM
A chance to gather with old friends and meet new ones!
Donation includes a buffet dinner, dancing, photo booth and memories for a lifetime!
Must be registered by February 1, 2022 in order to attend:
rochestermiraclefield.org/events
Challenger Miracle Field of Greater Rochester provides people with developmental, physical or
intellectual disabilities a barrier-free, safe, accessible place to experience the health benefits and joy of
play through baseball, other team sports, and adaptive recreational equipment.

rochestermiraclefield.org
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For program info:
ci.webster.ny.us/104/Parks-Recreation
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For program info:
ci.webster.ny.us/104/Parks-Recreation

7

Upcoming Board Meetings:
Tuesday, February 1st – Planning Board Meeting at 7:00 p.m. Agenda LINK
Thursday, February 3rd – Town Board Meeting at 7:30 p.m. Agenda LINK
Tuesday, February 8th – Zoning Board Meeting at 7:00 p.m. Agenda LINK

Town Board Meeting Agenda Highlights:
- Resolution to award the Armed Court Security Contract to Swoops1 and allow the
Supervisor to sign said contract.
- Resolution to award a Consultant Services Construction Management Contract for the
Sandbar Park Waterfront Improvements Project and allow the Supervisor to sign said
contract.
- Resolution to publicly bid the Sandbar Park Waterfront Improvements Project and
publish Legal Notice in the Webster Herald on February 9, 2022, with Bid Documents
available to interested bidders starting February 11, 2022.
- Choosing an EPC (Energy Performance Contract) vendor for the Treatment Plant
upgrade.

See below for how to participate in all Town Board Meetings:
To View Board Meeting Agendas, Results, and Minutes:
ci.webster.ny.us/323/View-Board-Agendas-Minutes
To view Planning, Zoning & Town Board project documents and send comments:
ci.webster.ny.us/550/Property-Under-Review
To submit comments or questions for any Board Meeting:
Board Meeting Online Comment Form LINK
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Upcoming Events:
Webster Business Improvement District presents:
Fall In Love With Webster
Check out the new Facebook page: Fall in Love with Webster to
see all the different offers and events the Village Merchants have
for you! You won't want to miss this!!

9

10

See details and register: websterchamber.com
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